United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE ~ CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE
SEPTEMBER 15, 2003 MARVI N SM LON, HERBERT HADAD,
M CHAEL KULSTAD
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637- 2600

NEW JERSEY VAN CHARGED WTH $1.1 MLLICGN | DENTI TY THEFT AND
CGRED T CARD FRAUD SCGHEME | N\VAM NG MORE THAN 1000 M CTI1 M5

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, WLLI AM KEEZER, the Inspector in
Charge of the New York Division of the Postal I|nspection Service,
and STEVEN CAREY, Special Agent in Charge of the New York office
of the Secret Service, announced that an Indictnent was unseal ed
today charging JOEL JUSTE, a/k/a “Joel Juste Ednond,” al/k/a
“Steve,” with conspiracy, wre fraud, access device fraud,
conputer fraud, and identification docunent fraud.

The 10-count | ndictnment accuses JUSTE and his
co-conspirators of participating in a conspiracy to activate
credit cards w thout authorization by obtaining personal
i nformation regardi ng the cardhol ders and then using the credit
cards to buy nmerchandise. As part of the schenme, JUSTE and his
co-conspirators allegedly intercepted credit cards that were

being mailed to the respective users, and used conputers to



access credit reporting agencies’ databases to obtain credit
hi story reports on the credit card account holders. JUSTE and

his co-conspirators then are accused of using that information

on the illegally-obtained credit reports to activate the stolen
cards. Once the cards were activated, it is alleged that
JUSTE

and his co-conspirators used the cards to make purchases, then
sold those itens for profit. During the course of the
conspiracy, nore than 1000 credit history reports were illegally
obt ai ned. JUSTE and his co-conspirators all egedly purchased
goods anounting to nore than $1.1 million in unauthorized
char ges.

JUSTE, 27, is a resident of Wst Orange, New Jersey.
| f convicted, he faces a maxi mum sentence of 5 - 20 years in
pri son on each count charged in the |Indictnment. The | ndi ct nent
al so seeks forfeiture of a 2002 Mercedes owned by JUSTE that was
all egedly purchased with the fruits of JUSTE s crimnal activity.

JUSTE was arrested on Sunday, Septenber 14, and is
schedul ed to be presented before United States Magi strate Judge
FRANK MAAS | at er today.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the United States
Postal Inspection Service and the United States Secret Service in
i nvestigating this case.

M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.



Assistant United States Attorney ANTHONY S. BARKOW i s

in charge of the prosecution.
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